
 

 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

8 February 2019   

Royal Borough of Greenwich announces 

Punchdrunk as latest resident of Woolwich 

Creative District 

• Pioneering theatre company Punchdrunk is poised to make Woolwich its 
new home later this year subject to final Council approval. * 

 

• The Royal Borough of Greenwich’s multi-million pound investment will 

see the historic military complex transformed into a major cultural 

destination, home to a number of creative companies  

 

• The vision to create a world class cultural destination is balanced with 

tangible community benefits including discounts for residents, spaces to 

hire at subsidised levels and 400 new jobs  

 

• Residents voice their hopes for the future of Woolwich with a specially 
commissioned interactive photography project capturing the town’s faces 

and places  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Cllr Danny Thorpe, Leader of the Royal Borough of Greenwich, visited Punchdrunk’s The Lost Lending Library at Haimo 

Primary School.  

  



Cllr Thorpe attended Haimo Primary School as a child and returns there to mark the announcement that Punchdrunk will be 

resident at the Woolwich Creative District 
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The Royal Borough of Greenwich has today revealed further plans for Woolwich 

Creative District, a new landmark destination for the arts opening in 2020.  

Following a recent tour of schools throughout the borough with The Lost Lending Library, 

Punchdrunk is today announced as the latest company to relocate to Woolwich Creative 

District. Moving from the company’s current Tottenham base to a newly developed space, 

Punchdrunk will join a host of local, nationally and internationally acclaimed artists as a 

resident.  

With almost twenty years’ experience creating boundary pushing theatre, Punchdrunk is 

globally renowned for productions such as Sleep No More (running in New York since 2011 

and Shanghai since 2016) and The Drowned Man: A Hollywood Fable (London), 

Punchdrunk’s Enrichment projects create imaginative work with the same commitment to 

design and performance, targeted at schools and communities. Created with and for children, 

young people and participants, the ethos of this work aligns with Royal Borough of 

Greenwich’s commitment to placing the local community at the heart of Woolwich Creative 

District.  

Council Leader Danny Thorpe said “The development of Woolwich Creative District 

begins a new chapter in this history of Woolwich and will make the town a destination for 

Londoners and visitors from across the country. Punchdrunk is a truly world class 

organisation and I’m thrilled that so many internationally renowned artists and 

companies are making Woolwich their home; cementing its position as a new cultural hub, 

which will benefit communities across the wider borough. We are absolutely committed to 

ensuring local people feel the effects of this development by embedding community benefits 

into leases and contracts across the board.” 

Peter Higgin, Director of Enrichment at Punchdrunk, said “At Punchdrunk we’re really 

looking forward to moving our company base to Woolwich and joining the Creative District. 

We've already started work in the borough, touring our flagship literacy project The Lost 

Lending Library to primary schools and we're looking forward to developing new projects 

with children, young people and the local community. It's an exciting time for Woolwich and 

we're proud to be joining a vibrant arts community.” 

Previously announced resident companies include Europe’s first majority Black and Minority 

Ethnic orchestra Chineke! Orchestra, Woolwich-based Protein Dance and the 

Woolwich Contemporary Print Fair, with further residents to be revealed. More details 

on resident companies’ plans will be announced in due course.  

Today it is also announced that the Operating Trust will be chaired by Dr Valerie Vaughan-

Dick. Chief Operating Officer at the Royal College of General Practitioners, Valerie has had a 

successful career with multiple roles at a senior level in the public, private and voluntary 

sectors over 30 years. Further appointments to be announced.  

https://www.thecornershoppr.com/downloads/woolwich-creative-district/
https://www.thecornershoppr.com/download/woolwich-creative-district-press-kit/
https://www.thecornershoppr.com/download/woolwich-creative-district-video/


With Phase 1 building work now underway on site, the Royal Borough of Greenwich has 

commissioned an interactive photography project which will be displayed on the perimeter’s 

hoardings. Residents of Woolwich, and the surrounding area, and those taking part in 

activities in the area are the subjects for this project which will be publicly displayed from 

March. As well as being photographed, each of them spoke about what they’re hoping for from 

the development. Scores of locals have contributed to the project; from Lesley, landlady of the 

Earl of Chatham in Woolwich, who said “to actually have performances on your doorstep will 

be really good” to Stephen, an artist from Thames-Side Studios, explaining “there’s a huge 

arts community here. Hidden.” Visitors and passers-by can scan QR codes displayed with the 

portraits to instantly listen to the subjects’ stories. 

Woolwich Creative District is a hugely ambitious cultural development, comprising five 

buildings, totalling some 15,000sqm. The Royal Borough of Greenwich has allocated over £31 

million for this project, an investment which hopes to deliver 400 new jobs, increase local 

revenue and drive up tourism in the town. Following a successful planning application process, 

works have already begun on site. Architects Bennetts Associates and recently appointed 

contractors Mace will work to realise the vision of creating a cultural destination on this ex-

military, heritage site.  

Rab Bennetts said “The five listed buildings that comprise the Woolwich Creative District 

are an extraordinary fusion of heritage, fine spaces, industrial sheds and new additions. It 

will be thrilling to see them come alive with visual and performing arts, placing the public at 

the centre of the Woolwich Arsenal project.  It is also extremely rare but hugely impressive 

to see a local authority such as Royal Borough of Greenwich recognise the significance of 

cultural projects to urban regeneration by funding major cultural facilities on this scale.”  

About Woolwich Creative District  

Woolwich Creative District will be a creative hub in the heart of the Royal Borough of 

Greenwich. This influx of cultural events, companies, activities and spaces to newly renovated 

heritage buildings will restore the area’s creative profile and drive audiences to experience 

internationally acclaimed music, dance, theatre and art against a historically significant 

backdrop. In addition to providing a cultural resource for the local community, the site will 

attract visitors from across London, the UK and beyond and with the introduction of Crossrail, 

Woolwich will be easier to get to than ever. 

Phase 1 work has commenced to transform the five Grade II listed buildings with three of the 

buildings set aside for Punchdrunk’s use. This phase will also see the creation of: 

• A versatile venue in Building 41, seating 800 – 1200 or with a 1800 standing capacity, 

linking directly to an open air courtyard capable of holding formal events for 500+ 

people; 

• Three professional studios in Building 41 (two of which can be joined to make one very 
large studio); 

• Two community studios in Building 41; 

• Three professional / education studios in Building 40; 

• Two reception spaces specifically set aside for commercial use (overlooking the River 

Thames and the internal courtyard); and 

• Generous public spaces and a café / bar. 

Phase 1 work will be completed during 2020. 

* Please note, the residency is currently subject to ‘call in’ process before the final lease agreement will 

be signed 



Biographies 

Peter Higgin is a founder member of Punchdrunk. He is joint CEO of the charity and 

oversees all artistic activity with director Felix Barrett. In 2008, he established Punchdrunk’s  

Enrichment department, taking the company’s innovative practice into educational and 

community settings. His work is diverse: from magical installations in primary schools to large 

participatory performances in found spaces or long form storytelling projects in a care home. 

Since its inception, Punchdrunk Enrichment has engaged with over 100,000 participants.  

Councillor Danny Thorpe Leader of the Royal Borough of Greenwich 

From 23rd May 2018, Councillor Danny Thorpe became Leader of the Royal Borough of 

Greenwich.  He is responsible for the overall political leadership, direction and vision of the 

Council alongside the portfolio of Community and Corporate Services.   

Councillor Thorpe has been a Councillor in the Royal Borough of Greenwich since July 

2004.  He represents the Shooters Hill ward and was appointed to the Royal Borough’s 

Cabinet as Lead Member for Regeneration and Transport in 2014.  Councillor Thorpe became 

Deputy Leader of the Council in 2016 and held the Cabinet portfolio for Regeneration and 

Sustainability.   

Education has had a profound impact on Councillor Thorpe’s life and his politics.  His passion 

for education took him back to the classroom so that he can support children, in the way he 

was supported.  Whilst his career has spanned various sectors, every role has been about 

providing opportunities for others and has focused on community and youth work.   

Councillor Thorpe grew up in the borough of Greenwich; a place he feels has given him so 

many opportunities.  Therefore, he has set out his vision and key priorities as follows: 

·        Greater equality 

·        A greener and more sustainable Greenwich 

·        Meeting the housing need 

·        Fair and transparent planning 

·        Outstanding education for all children 

·        Boosting the Greenwich economy 

·        Financial transparency and value for money 

·        Greater accountability and engagement 

Councillor Danny Thorpe wants to lead the borough, fighting for all residents and 

communities, lead a talented team of Members with resilience and determination to deliver a 

new vision, create opportunities and deliver change for every resident.   

Dr. Valerie Vaughan-Dick (PhD) is Chief Operating Officer of the Royal College of 

General Practitioners (RCGP), having worked at a senior level in the public, private and 

voluntary sectors. The RCGP is a membership organisation for 52,000 GPs and works 

extensively to be the voice of General Practice and improve patient care in the UK and 

internationally. She leads the staff across the organisation and joined the RCGP in 2014 

initially as Executive Director of Planning and Resources. 

Valerie started her career with the National Audit Office where she qualified as an accountant. 

She worked on value for money and financial audits of the Departments of Health & Social 



Security, Overseas Services, Local Government and Housing. Valerie has been an Executive 

Finance and Resources Director in central and local government, working on financial and 

strategic management issues. She has been a Chair of an NHS Trust and is presently the Chair 

of Audit and Board Member of a Housing Association.  

In 2008, she was awarded the HM Treasury Government and CPFA Finance Profession 

'Personality of the Year' award for excellence in financial management.  

Valerie has extensive experience in regeneration projects in London and says that 'I am 

honoured to have been selected as Chair for the Woolwich Creative District Trust and am 

confident that working collaboratively through partnerships that the District will be a great 

success'. 

-ENDS- 

For further information please contact The Corner Shop PR on 020 7831 7657   

Clair Chamberlain  clair@thecornershoppr.com 

 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

 

About the Royal Borough of Greenwich  

Royal Greenwich is proud to be a borough synonymous with first class modern services alongside its 

maritime history, Greenwich Mean Time and royal status. A world heritage site, its communities are 

vibrant and diverse and its elected members are ambitious to realise the potential of the borough 

whilst responding to financial challenges and a growing population. Securing the very best outcomes 

for the borough’s children and young people and providing high quality housing remain its top 

priorities.  

The borough has a rich historical and cultural heritage, including outstanding visitor attractions which  

ensure it continues to be London’s most visited tourism and culture destination outside the city 

centre. Its ambition now is to use the heritage military buildings on the Arsenal to transform the 

economy of the east of the borough just as the heritage of the Navy has transformed Greenwich town 

centre and the west of the borough. 

www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/creativedistrict 

About Punchdrunk  

Founded by Artistic Director Felix Barrett, Punchdrunk is a world-renowned company whose work is 

recognised internationally as pioneering game-changing ways for audiences to experience culture. 

Punchdrunk has over twenty years’ experience developing its signature form of large-scale, design-led, 

building-based theatrical experiences, in which audiences roam freely across epic and sensory 

theatrical worlds. The company’s infectious and individualised format rejects the passive obedience 

usually expected of audiences, inviting them to rediscover the childlike excitement of exploring the 

unknown.  

Punchdrunk’s site sympathetic productions include: The Firebird Ball; Faust; The Masque Of The 

Red Death; It Felt Like A Kiss (a collaboration with documentary film-maker Adam Curtis, and 

musician Damon Albarn for Manchester International Festival); The Duchess Of Malfi (with English 

National Opera); The Crash Of The Elysium (Manchester International Festival and 2012 Cultural 

Olympiad); The Borough (with Aldeburgh Music) The Drowned Man: A Hollywood Fable and 

Kabeiroi. 

mailto:philippa@thecornershoppr.com
http://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/creativedistrict


The company’s production of Sleep No More in New York will soon celebrate its eighth birthday and 

has been playing to sell out audiences since 2011. Most recently Punchdrunk International 

collaborated with Shanghai Media Group to re-imagine Sleep No More in Shanghai where it has 

become the fastest-selling theatrical production in the city. 

Alongside these theatrical works, Punchdrunk has created experiences in digital and video game 

environments applying its distinct aesthetic and durational narrative approach to virtual as well as 

literal worlds. Through an exclusive relationship with Samsung North America the company has 

created unique VR experiences including #believeyoureyes (837, ArtBasel and Cannes Lions 

International Festival of Creativity 2016) which was awarded a prestigious Silver Lion at the Cannes 

Lion Festival of Creativity 2017 and ANTIdiaRy an award-winning, cross-platform collaboration with 

Roc Nation for the launch of Rihanna’s eighth album. Previous digital innovations also 

include Silverpoint – an award-winning mobile gaming app which rewarded players with fragments of 

a story as they passaged though levels of a game culminating in a live experience in locations across 

London. Previous collaborators include: Sony Playstation, Xbox, Virgin Media, Louis Vuitton and 

Media Molecule. 

Recently Punchdrunk has also established a research and development laboratory in the form of a 

secret village: Fallow Cross. Across a multi-purpose canvas the company has been experimenting with 

its newest theatrical and digital ideas with stakeholders locally in Tottenham where the company is 

currently based. 

The company also applies its adventurous approach to young people, communities and other 

participants through Punchdrunk’s Enrichment Department, led by Peter Higgin. It’s unexpected and 

exhilarating works include the summer 2018 production for  5-11 year olds, Small Wonders at Bernie 

Grant Arts Centre and part of LIFT, The Oracles, a cross-platform experience for Haringey primary 

school children using cutting edge technology created in collaboration with Google's Creative Lab and 

Grumpy Sailor, Against Captain’s Orders, an immersive adventure for 6-12 year olds  at the National 

Maritime Museum and The Lost Lending Library a magical experience played out in London primary 

schools.   

Punchdrunk International  

Punchdrunk International produces artistic works created by Felix Barrett and the Punchdrunk 

creative team. In addition, the company produces a selection of Punchdrunk’s commercial 

productions for national and international audiences. It also creates innovation-led partnerships with 

selected organisations on a bespoke basis. 

Punchdrunk Global Ltd trading as Punchdrunk International.  

“Punchdrunk” is the registered trade mark of Punchdrunk (a registered charity number: 1113741) and 

is used under licence. Punchdrunk Global Ltd UK Company Number: 9302561.UK VAT Registration 

Number: 232 4800 38. 

www.punchdrunk.org.uk 

@PunchdrunkUK 

About Mace 

Mace is an international consultancy and construction company, founded in 1990. London is Mace’s 

regional hub office for Europe, as well as the international HQ for the company which operates in North 

America, the Middle East, Africa and Asia. Across the UK they have managed the construction of iconic 

landmarks, overseen vast infrastructure projects and regenerated city centres. The unique breadth of 

services and sector expertise we offer means we can programme manage an Olympic Games, redevelop 

a railway station, operate a cable car, refurbish museums and extend galleries.  

About Bennetts Associates 

Bennetts Associates is one of the UK’s leading architectural practices, with more than 150 awards for a 

wide variety of projects. The firm’s ethos is based on architecture that is timeless, humane and 

http://www.punchdrunk.org.uk/


elegant.  Its work is always meticulously executed and has pioneered long-term sustainability across 

many sectors.  

Projects undertaken by the practice have ranged from around £1m to £200m, including new-build, 

refurbishment and restoration of listed buildings. Bennetts Associates is responsible for many 

prominent projects such as the recently opened Storyhouse in Chester, Hampstead Theatre, Edinburgh 

University’s Potterrow Development, Jubilee Library in Brighton, the New Street Square Development 

in the City of London, the Gateway Buildings at St Antony’s College in Oxford and the design of the 

Stirling Prize shortlisted transformation of the Grade II listed Royal Shakespeare Theatre in Stratford-

upon-Avon. 

In 2018, Bennetts Associates secured two RIBA National Awards for Storyhouse and Shaftsbury Theatre 

refurbishments, alongside a Civic Trust Award for Storyhouse; prior to these they won Practice of the 

Year as well as Small Project of the Year (up to £5m) for Shaftsbury Theatre at the Building Awards 

2016.  

Bennetts Associates is a founding member of the UKGBC and is especially well-regarded for its 

pioneering work on sustainability.  The practice is involved in research, conferences and government 

committees associated with sustainability and the wider construction sector. 

Website: www.bennettsassociates.com     Twitter: @BennettsAssocs      

 

http://t.co/6rCt0Lcf

