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Musical ties between Britain and Russia 
celebrated at Edinburgh’s Usher Hall 
 
Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra with Jennifer Pike 
Conducted by Jan Latham-Koenig  
Sunday 22 September 2019, 7.30pm 
Usher Hall, Lothian Road, Edinburgh 
Tickets: www.usherhall.co.uk 
 
Britten - Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes 
Vaughan Williams - The Lark Ascending 
Shostakovich - Suite for Variety Orchestra 
Shostakovich - Hamlet 
Tchaikovsky - 1812 Overture 
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The 1812 Overture and The Lark Ascending in a 
celebration of musical ties between Britain and 
Russia in the stunning surrounds of the Usher 
Hall. 
 
Discover one of the brightest, freshest classical ensembles around. Founded just this year, 
the Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra brings together exceptional young 
musicians from the UK and Russia in a captivating celebration of cultural friendship between 
the two countries. 
 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cn5b69grw2gms5n/AADVyUxR43LrM_r7YU0I7oyIa?dl=0


 
Under founding conductor and Artistic Director Jan Latham-Koenig, the Orchestra 
performs powerful music from Britain and Russia, featuring iconic works by the two 
composers who give it its name – both 20th-century geniuses brought together by their 
devoted musical friendship. 
 
Jennifer Pike, former BBC Young Musician winner and now a respected international 
soloist, soars through the exquisite avian evocations of Vaughan Williams’s nostalgic The 
Lark Ascending. Widely viewed as Britain’s favourite piece of classical music, it was 
originally written in 1914 but its premiere was put on hold until 1921 due to the outbreak of 
the First World War. Notoriously difficult to play, when performed by one capable it sounds 
light, effortless and free – all of which audiences can expect from the magnificent Jennifer 
Pike. 
 
Clangourous bells and an all-engulfing storm mark out the vivid Four Sea Interludes from 
Britten’s Peter Grimes, while the shattering intensity of his film score Hamlet and the 
mischievous humour of his perky Suite for Variety Orchestra display two contrasting sides 
to the mercurial Shostakovich. 
 
Tchaikovsky’s spectacular 1812 Overture brings the concert to a roof-raising close. While 
the great composer reportedly hated the piece, its mass popularity helped make him a 
household name and it’s been referenced repeatedly across 20th century popular culture, 
from a Woody Allen movie to The Simpsons. 
 
Karl Chapman, Cultural Venues Manager at Usher Hall, said: “We are absolutely 
delighted to welcome the wonderful Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra, one of the 
youngest and best touring orchestras around, to celebrate the best in Russian and British 
music at the Usher Hall. To hear the likes of the timeless The Lark Ascending, voted Britain’s 
favourite piece of classical music, performed by the amazing Jennifer Pike will be a truly 
special experience not to be missed, especially when juxtaposed with the hugely popular and 
bombastic 1812 Overture. 
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Listings information 
 
Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra with Jennifer Pike 
Sunday 22 September 2019, 7.30pm 
Usher Hall, Lothian Road, Edinburgh 
Tickets: www.usherhall.co.uk 
 
Jennifer Pike – Violin 
Jan Latham-Koenig – Conductor 
Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra 
 
Britten - Four Sea Interludes from Peter Grimes 
Vaughan Williams - The Lark Ascending 
Shostakovich - Suite for Variety Orchestra 
Shostakovich - Hamlet 
Tchaikovsky - 1812 Overture 
 

Prices 

http://www.usherhall.co.uk/


 
£35 | £29 | £24 | £18 | £13.50 

Full time students are entitled to tickets for £10 which can be booked in advance 

Under 16s are entitled to free tickets when booked with a paying adult 

Concessions available 

**Please note a £1.50 transaction fee applies on the overall booking when purchasing online 
or over the phone (non-refundable)** 

 
Press enquiries: 
 
Will Moss / william@thecornershoppr.com / 0131 202 6220 
 
 
 
Notes to Editors 
 
Jennifer Pike 
 
Renowned for her unique artistry and compelling insight into music from the Baroque to the 
present day, Jennifer Pike has established herself as one of today's most exciting 
instrumentalists. 
 
Jennifer Pike first gained international recognition in 2002, when aged 12, she became the 
youngest-ever winner of the BBC Young Musician of the Year and the youngest major 
prizewinner in the Menuhin International Violin Competition. Aged 15 she made acclaimed 
debuts at the BBC Proms and Wigmore Hall, and her many subsequent Proms appearances 
include being a featured artist' in 2009. She was invited to become a BBC New Generation 
Artist (2008-10), won the inaugural International London Music Masters Award and became 
the only classical artist ever to win the South Bank Show/Times Breakthrough Award. 
 
Performing extensively as soloist with major orchestras worldwide, Jennifer's highlights 
Include concertos with all BBC orchestras, London Philharmonic, Brussels Philharmonic, 
City of Birmingham Symphony, Dresden Philharmonic, Rheinische Philharmonie, 
Strasbourg Philharmonic, Oslo Philharmonic, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Philharmonia, 
Royal Scottish National Orchestra, Hallé, Tampere Philharmonic, Malmö Symphony, Royal 
Stockholm Philharmonic, Prague Symphony, Auckland Philharmonia, Singapore Symphony, 
Tokyo Symphony and Nagoya Philharmonic orchestras. She has appeared as a guest director 
with the BBC Philharmonic and Manchester Camerata. She made her Carnegie Hall debut 
playing Vaughan Williams' The Lark Ascending with the Chamber Orchestra of New York, 
also recorded for Naxos. 

Eminent conductors with whom she has worked include Jirf BelohLävek, Martyn Brabbins, 
Sir Mark Elder, James Gaffigan, Richard Hickox, Christopher Hogwood, Andris Nelsons, Sir 
Roger Norrington, Michael Sanderling, Jukka Pekka Saraste, Leif Segerstam, Tugan Sokhiev, 
John Storgårds and Mark Wigglesworth. 
 
As a recitalist and chamber musician, Jennifer Pike has collaborated with artists including 
Anne-Sophie Mutter, Nikolaj Znaider, Adrian BrendeL, Nicolas Altstaedt, Maxim Rysanov, 
Ben Johnson, Igor Levit, Martin Roscoe, Tom 

mailto:william@thecornershoppr.com


 
Poster and Mahan Esfahani. In 2016 her series 
of recitals at L SO St Luke's were broadcast on BBC Radio 3. She appears regularly at the 
Wigmore Hall and in 2017 curated and performed three recitals in one-day celebrating 
Polish music, including specially commissioned work. A disc of Polish violin works followed 
in January 2019 on Chandos, which was richly rewarded by the critics. 
 
An enthusiastic promoter of new music, she has had many works written for her, including 
Haflidi Hallgrimsson's Violin Concerto, which she premiered with the Scottish Chamber 
Orchestra and Iceland Symphony Orchestra, Charlotte Bray's Scenes from Wonderland with 
the London Philharmonic Orchestra at the Royal Festival Hall and Andrew Schultz's Violin 
Concerto and Sonatina for solo violin. 
 
Her prolific and widely-acclaimed discography on Chandos, Sony and ABC Classics includes 
the Sibelius Violin Concerto with the Bergen Philharmonic and Sir Andrew Davis, MikLös 
Rözsa Violin Concerto with the BBC Philharmonic and Rumon Gamba, Bach with Sinfonietta 
Cracovia and Schultz with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra. She recently recorded the 
Mendelssohn Violin Concerto with the City of Birmingham Symphony and Edward Gardner 
for Chandos, which was acclaimed in the Observer for her "innate musicality and mercurial 
technique" and as "breathtakingly beautiful" by the Sunday Herald. 
 
Plans for the 18-19 season include concerts with the City of Birmingham Symphony, Zurich 
Chamber Orchestra, Czech National Symphony and return invitations from the Royal 
Philharmonic, BBC Philharmonic, English Chamber and Rheinische Philharmonie. She also 
gives numerous recitals across the UK and abroad. 
 
She was invited to become an ambassador for the Prince's Trust and Foundation for Children 
and the Arts, and is patron of the Lord Mayor's City Music Foundation. 
 
 
Jan Latham-Koenig 
 
Jan Latham-Koenig is Music Director of the Novaya Opera in Moscow and Chief Conductor 
of the Flanders Symphony Orchestra in Bruges, Belgium.  He is also Artistic Director of the 
Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra. 
  
The first British born conductor to have ever held a Music Directorship at any Russian opera 
company, at Novaya Opera, he has most recently conducted the Moscow premiere of 
Weinberg’s The Passenger on Holocaust day in January 2017, as well as the world premiere 
of Konstantin Boyarsky’s opera Pushkin in February. He took the company to the Haapsalu 
Tchaikovsky Festival in Estonia this summer, and has also just returned from the Puccini 
Festival Torre del Lago, where Novaya Opera’s performances of La Traviata and La Boheme 
received sensational reviews. This season, he will be conducting a new production of Lucia di 
Lammermoor, as well as Faust and Salome in Moscow and take Prince Igor to Shanghai, 
Pushkin to Grange Park Opera’s new Theatre in the Woods and conduct La Boheme on tour 
in Dublin. In 2014, Latham-Koenig was awarded the prestigious Russian Golden Mask 
Award for Best Conductor for Tristan und Isolde.   
  
Recent opera engagements include the Royal Opera House Covent Garden, the Savonlinna 
Festival, Göteborg Opera, the New National Theatre in Tokyo, Finnish and Polish National 
Opera, the Teatro Municipal in Santiago de Chile and returns to the State Opera in Prague 
for Le Rossignol and Iolanta. Future plans include a new production of Les Dialogues des 
Carmelites with a stage design by Santiago Calatrava for the Teatro Regio in Torino in 2019, 
as well as Peter Grimes in Monte Carlo with Jose Cura as director and singer in February 
2018.   



 
  
Appointed Chief Conductor of the Flanders Symphony Orchestra in 2013, he appeared with 
them recently at the Concertgebouw Amsterdam in August 2017. This season they will return 
to the UK for concerts in Coventry, Newbury and London’s Cadogan Hall in May. Further 
ahead in 2018, they will appear at the Beethovenfest Bonn, performing Janacek’s Glagolitic 
Mass with the Prague Philharmonic Choir.    
   
Previous Music Director positions included the Orquesta Filarmónica de la UNAM in Mexico 
City, Teatro Massimo di Palermo, Orchestra of Porto, Orchestre Philharmonique de 
Strasbourg and Opéra National du Rhin. He was founder and Artistic Director of the Young 
Janacek Philharmonic, has held positions as Principal Guest Conductor at Teatro dell’Opera 
di Roma, Teatro Regio di Torino and Permanent Guest Conductor at the Wiener Staatsoper. 
A close collaborator of Hans Werner Henze, he premiered many of the composer’s works and 
was Artistic Director of the Cantiere Internazionale d’Arte di Montepulciano from 2004 to 
2007.  
  
As a guest conductor, some recent appearances include the Orchestra Ensemble Kanazawa, 
New Japan Philharmonic and Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony Orchestra, and in China the 
Beijing Symphony Orchestra, Hangzhou and Qingdao Philharmonic. He has conducted the 
Orchestre Philharmonique de Radio France, Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester Berlin and the 
Dresden Philharmonic. Last season’s performances included the Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra, as well as concerts in Vilnius with the Lithuanian National Orchestra, Novosibirsk  
Philharmonic, and concerts and master classes in Bloomington. This season sees him debut 
with the Royal Orchestra of Seville, Tchaikovksy Symphony Orchestra as well as the 
Orchestra Now in New York. Further engagements will lead him to the National 
Philharmonic of Russia and the Orchestra Novaya Rossiya.   
  
Latham-Koenig has assembled an extensive and varied discography of over 40 CDs. A 
renowned interpreter of Poulenc’s music, his first album with the Filarmonica del Teatro 
Regio in a programme of Poulenc was voted Record of the Month by BBC Music Magazine. 
His DVD recording of Les Dialogues des Carmelites with the Opéra National du Rhin in 
Strasbourg won the Diapason d’Or for best opera video in 2001.   
  
Coming from French, Danish, Polish as well as Mauritian origin, Jan Latham-Koenig was 
born in England and studied at the Royal College of Music, London, before winning the 
coveted Gulbenkian Fellowship and founding his own group, the Koenig Ensemble, in 1976.  
 
 
Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra 
 

An Unparalleled Bilateral Opportunity for Young Musicians at the Start of their Careers 
 
The Britten-Shostakovich Festival Orchestra has involved creating a unique bi-
national ensemble that brings together young people of conservatoire age in a rare shared 
cultural experience.  2019 marks the occasion of the ‘Year of Music’, a bilateral initiative 
between Russia and the United Kingdom, following on from previous years where various 
artistic and scientific disciplines have been celebrated.  The Britten-Shostakovich Festival 
Orchestra was conceived with this initiative in mind, and what makes this orchestra stand 
out is that it is expected to continue and develop as a regular annual feature in the musical 
calendars of both countries, maintaining a dynamic cultural collaboration that brings 
musicians from both countries to work intensively together each year and present a series of 
concerts on tour. 
 



 
The orchestra musicians will have been auditioned through March and early April, with 
support and cooperation of the leading conservatoires and musical educational institutions 
in the UK and Russia, attracting applications from many of the most talented orchestral 
musicians training or just starting out on their careers in Moscow, St Petersburg, Rostov, 
London, Glasgow, Manchester, Birmingham and Cardiff. 
 
The orchestra is composed of an equal number of British and Russian musicians, providing 
them with an invaluable musical and cultural experience that will leave a lasting impression 
at a key stage in their development.  The public concerts in Russia and the UK will be the 
first time that most of these musicians will have experienced such international musical 
collaboration, and also to have the opportunity to perform in the major concert halls of each 
other’s countries. 
 
The orchestra will be conducted by the British artistic director of the Kobolov Novaya Opera 
in Moscow, Jan Latham-Koenig, the only British conductor to occupy such a senior position 
in one of Russia’s leading musical institutions.  The inaugural gathering starts  with a week 
in residence at Sochi’s Sirius Centre in Russia, when the musicians will rehearse and be 
tutored by a professional faculty drawn from major orchestras and opera houses.  They will 
then embark on five concerts in Russia and seven across the UK, performing in several of the 
world’s most prestigious concert venues. 
 
The orchestra is proud to acknowledge the support and agreement of both the Britten-Pears 
Foundation and Mme Irina Shostakovich to use their names. 
 
 
 
Usher Hall 
 
The Usher Hall is Scotland's only five-star concert hall hosting a range of concerts from rock, 
pop, classical, jazz, world and folk music. The venue has hosted concerts and events since it 
opened way back in 1914! A beautiful Edwardian building with a modern twist, which is well 
loved by performers and audiences all over the world due to its magnificent acoustics. 

It is said that Andrew Usher sparked the idea of a ‘concert hall for Edinburgh’ whilst chatting 
away over the counter of his jewellers in Rose Street.  His ‘desire and intention’ was that this 
Hall ‘should become and remain a centre and attraction to musical artistes and performers 
and to the citizens of Edinburgh and others who may desire to hear good music...’  

On 23 June 1896 it was formally announced that Andrew Usher had gifted £100,000 to The 
City of Edinburgh. The purpose of the money was to provide a City Hall, to be used for 
concerts, recitals, or other entertainments or performances of a musical nature, and for civic 
functions, or such other performances as the Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Council saw fit. 
Above all it was to be about the music. Edinburgh was very much lacking a hall for such 
musical and civic purposes, as stated in the Scotsman the following day; ‘The necessity for a 
great hall in Edinburgh under city management has been pressed upon the attention of the 
public for many years.’ Sadly Andrew Usher died before his dream was realised.  

Today 

Today, the much-praised acoustics make it one of the best concert halls in 
Europe with many of the world's finest musicians performing here.  The Usher 
Hall is the city's key venue for visiting national and international orchestras and has been the 
main venue for the Edinburgh International Festival since 1947, hosting legendary artists 



 
such as composers Benjamin Britten and Dmitri Shostakovich, contralto singer Kathleen 
Ferrier and cellist Jacqueline Du Pre to name but a few. 

The venue is a centre of excellence embracing the widest range of music and events, 
including rock, pop, jazz, world and blues. It is Edinburgh’s go-to venue for today’s mid-large 
scale rock and pop acts, with the likes of Queens of the Stone Age, The National, Radiohead’s 
Thom Yorke, George Ezra and Echo & the Bunnymen having performed on its stage. Usher 
Hall also hosts a broad spectrum of comedy, talks, school concerts, conferences, sponsorship 
events, ceremonies, lectures and recording sessions.  

 


