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Waltham Forest London Borough of Culture 2019 announces 

The People’s Forest season 

 
·         TICKETS NOW ON SALE FOR THE PEOPLE’S FOREST, A MAJOR ARTS 

PROGRAMME CELEBRATING WALTHAM FOREST’S RELATIONSHIP TO 

EPPING FOREST 

  

·         HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE A WOMEN-ONLY WALK, A 24 HOUR FOREST 

RADIO BROADCAST OF SOUNDS NEVER HEARD BEFORE SUBMITTED BY 

THE PEOPLE OF LONDON, A SPECIAL COMMISSION OF NEW WORK BY 

MATANA ROBERTS & LIVE MUSIC FROM ARTISTS INCLUDING GAZELLE 

TWIN 

  

·         PROGRAMME TO EXPLORE MYRIAD OF THEMES INSPIRED BY THE 

FOREST, INCLUDING NATURE WRITING, SEXUALITY, GENDER AND THE 

HISTORY OF PROTEST 

 

 
 

Today a series of events has been announced for The People’s Forest season, a year-long 

programme of public gigs, workshops, artworks and performances taking place as part of the 
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Mayor’s first London Borough of Culture in Waltham Forest. Curated by arts consultant and event 

producer Kirsteen McNish and writer Luke Turner, the season celebrates the borough’s 

unique relationship to Epping Forest. 

 

Beginning later this month, the programme will explore the deep and complex bond we have with 

forests through eclectic, once-in-a-lifetime events that will take place in and around Epping 

Forest; opening up the urban woodland to new audiences and bringing the forest into unexpected 

spaces. 

 

Highlights in the season include an open call for the public to send in sounds and recordings for 

a 24-hour radio broadcast across the Forest landscape, a literary programme, a women-only night 

walk, and a club night to celebrate the forest’s connections with blurred identities and sexuality. 

 

The spring line-up starts proceedings with highlights including Flying Solo: FRACTALS on 28 

April, a dance piece staged in the forest created by dancer, lyricists and saxophonist Tyrone Isaac-

Stuart. On 4 May, Direct! Action!: Protest And The Forest will explore the forest’s history 

of activism through a day of discussion and exploration of video archive material relating to the 

1990s protests against the M11 link road. Artist Ed Webb Ingall will work with local young people 

to create a new work relating to contemporary activism.  

 

On 17 May, women will be invited to reclaim the forest and join Lone Women In The Woods; 

a women only night walk led by artist Clare Archibald (Lone Women In Flashes Of Wilderness), 

exploring what happens when twilight changes into darkness and identifying how gender impacts 

our relationship with wooded landscapes. 

 

Marking the summer solstice on 20 June, a myriad of voices from across London will take over 

Chingford Plain for The Dark Outside, a 24-hour radio station broadcast from Queen 

Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge. The general public is invited to submit recordings of any type – from 

conversations to laughter, grime to poetry – to create 24 hours of broadcast sound, the only rule 

being it must never have been heard before. There’s no need to be a pro – anything caught on an 

iPhone, laptop or tape recorder can be submitted. 

 

As the summer continues, the season will turn its focus to the identities and sexualities of the 

forest, with everything from the history of cruising to A Midsummer Night’s Dream as inspiration. 

On 3 August, Out In The Forest, a late night party, will bring the woodland to a Walthamstow 

industrial estate with a soon to be announced line-up of performers, DJs and artists creating a 

magical fairy-tale in this temporary forest amidst the city. 

 

In autumn, The People’s Forest will explore the history and place forests hold in literature with a 

one-off literature panel and music event, The Imagined Forest, on 13 November, bringing 

together writers Sara Maitland, Will Ashon, Amy Cutler and musician Alison Cotton. 

 

The year will also see a number of concerts and performances from critically acclaimed artists 

across Waltham Forest. On 13 September, Gazelle Twin joins local musician Helm in a rare 
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London gig of her Pastoral set, an intense exploration of a divided England that looks behind the 

picture postcard image of our countryside. 

 

Renowned musician Matana Roberts, best known for her exploration of African American 

history through her COIN COIN series of records, will present a unique performance at St Mary’s 

Church on 4 October. This is a special commission to mark the 90th anniversary of the birth of 

the late literary great Ursula Le Guin, with Roberts responding to her seminal work The Word for 

World Is Forest in the context of the Epping Forest landscape and history. 

 

From 31 October to 2 November, artist Una Hamilton-Helles will create an eerie immersive 

sound-based installation at Queen Elizabeth’s Hunting Lodge that will take audiences on an audio 

journey populated by the voices of previous forest dwellers and visitors. Epping Forest’s Artist-

in-Residence, composer/violinist Ellie Wilson will also create a new installation of musical 

works inspired by human impact on the forest through the centuries, which will be available to 

experience as a public installation at The View from 11 November.  

 

Closing the year will be an evening of readings and celebration to conclude the previously 

announced literary strand that will run throughout The People’s Forest programme. The evening 

will feature poet Will Burns, who will conclude his year-long poetry residency, alongside brand 

new writing from writers of colour (supported by the Willowherb Review). 

 

Speaking about the season, curators Kirsteen McNish and Luke Turner, said: 

“Epping Forest is a unique landscape, with an ecology entirely shaped by the presence of 

London. Its history and cultural influence is inextricably linked with the people who’ve worked 

and lived around it in the capital for hundreds of years, and we want to take that into the future 

through The People’s Forest. We’re living in fraught political and environmental times, and 

hopefully through this programme of events we can address some of these issues, as well as 

celebrate Epping Forest as one of the most stunning and little-known London landmarks”  

 

Sam Hunt, Creative Director of Waltham Forest London Borough of Culture 2019, 

commented: “One of the unique aspects of this borough is the forest that runs through it from 

Leytonstone in the south to Chingford in the north, and how it plays a central role in the daily 

lives of our many communities. This is London’s urban woodland, a place that is inextricably 

linked to the ever changing city and for centuries has been an escape from the throng of urban 

existence. When Queen Victoria gave the forest to Londoners it was declared as ‘The People’s’ 

Forest’; this exciting and diverse programme of work will explore what that means in the 21st 

century.” 

 

For full programme information visit www.wfculture19.co.uk/ and see the listings below. 

 

-ENDS, LISTINGS FOLLOW- 
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Listings 

Waltham Forest London Borough of Culture 2019 presents The People’s Forest: 

Flying Solo: FRACTALS  
28 April, 6pm, Blake Hall Crescent, Wanstead Flats  
Dancer, lyricists & saxophonist Tyrone Isaac-Stuart explores how repetition can be a journey to the new in 
this performance in the forest.  

Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) / wfculture19.co.uk/events/flyingsolofractals 

Tickets £8 (£5 concessions) / wfculture19.co.uk/events/lonewomen 

Direct! Action!: Protest And The Forest 
4 May 10am, Leytonstone Library 
A day of workshops linking the historical environmental activism that led to the saving of Epping Forest 
with the protests against the M11 link road in the 1990s, up to the contemporary activism movements of 
today led by writer and filmmaker Ed Webb-Ingall. Early sign up required. Participants will create a new 
piece of video that will be shown at Art Night. 

Free / wfculture19.co.uk/events/risingup 

Lone Women In The Woods 
17 May, 8pm, The View and Queen Elizabeth's Hunting Lodge 
A women-only walk traversing Epping Forest from twilight to nightfall. Artist and poet Clare Archibald 
(Lone Women In Flashes of Wilderness) is joined by writers/artists/walkers Louisa Thomsen Brits, Carole 
Wright and Alison O’Connor (Epping Forest expert). Participants will experience the forest’s history, artist’s 
reflections, and the unique ecology of Epping at night.  

Flying Solo: Triple Bill  
18 May, 3.30pm, The View 
Soloists Tyrone Isaac-Stuart, hip-hop artist, contemporary dancer, lyricist and saxophonist, Hayley 
Matthews contemporary dancer and vocalist and Nii-Tete Yartey Contemporary and Traditional African 
dancer, take you on a journey into the forest. 
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Tickets £10 (£8 concessions) / wfculture19.co.uk/events/flyingsolo 

The Dark Outside  
20-21 June, From 12pm, The View 
The Dark Outside is a temporary radio station broadcasting from Queen Elizabeth's Hunting Lodge out over 
the Epping Forest treetops for 24 hours over the 2019 Summer Solstice. Members of the public are invited 
to submit sounds, be that musical or verbal, for broadcast – so long as they've never been heard before.  

Free / wfculture19.co.uk/events/darkoutside 

Out In The Forest  
3 August, doors 8pm, Magic Spells Brewery 
The forests have always been places where convention and order have been subverted, where the self might 
be reinvented and people can explore sexual identity under the cover of the leaves. We're having a party at 
Magic Spells with nasty and gorgeous performances, DJs and space to dance hard and soft. Weeds crack 
concrete, the moon pulls you. Come out! 

Early bird £5, 2nd release £12, final release £20 / wfculture19.co.uk/events/outintheforest 

Gazelle Twin Presents: Pastoral  
13 September, 8pm Mirth, Marvel and Maud 
A performance of Gazelle Twin’s Pastoral album, which explores preconceptions of the bucolic English 
countryside. Support comes from Waltham Forest native, experimental electronic musician Helm. 

Tickets £12 (£8 concessions) / wfculture19.co.uk/events/gazelletwin  

Matana Roberts: Forest And Fantasy 
4 October, 7.30pm, St Mary's Music Hall 
Matana Roberts, known for her exploration of African American history through her COIN COIN series of 
albums, delves into the landscape of Epping Forest via the prism of the work of Ursula K Le Guin, who was 
born 90 years ago, in a special commission for The Peoples’ Forest. 

Tickets £12 (£8 concessions) / wfculture19.co.uk/events/matanaroberts 

Becoming The Forest  
31 October-2 November (Halloween evening event, finishing 7pm 2nd November), Queen 
Elizabeth's Hunting Lodge 
Artist Una Hamilton-Helles creates a soundscape of the forest, reflecting on sentient plants, trees, ecology 
from root to the canopy, and voices from the woodland. Echoing the sonics of black metal, this is a deep 
dive into the forest on Halloween weekend. 

Free / wfculture19.co.uk/events/becomingtheforest 

Echoes: Unearthing Stories Of The Forest  
11 November-3 January, The View 
Epping Forest’s Artist-in-Residence, composer/violinist Ellie Wilson will also create a new installation of 
musical works inspired by human impact on the forest through the centuries, which will be available to 
experience as a public installation at The View from 11 November. 

Free / wfculture19.co.uk/events/echoes 

The Imagined Forest 
13 November 8pm, Walthamstow Trades Hall 



An evening of conversation and music exploring how the woodland impacts our human imagination, 
featuring writers Sara Maitland, Will Ashon and Amy Cutler, and musician Alison Cotton. Hosted by Luke 
Turner. 

Tickets £7 (£4 concessions) / wfculture19.co.uk/events/imaginedforests 

Will Burns + Willowherb Review  
3 December, Leytonstone Library 
Faber New Poet and Caught by the River poet-in-residence Will Burns will read from his series of new works 
inspired by Epping Forest alongside the selected Willowherb residencies in a poetry event to wrap up the 
seasons and relationships with Epping Forest. 
Tickets £5 (£2 concessions) / wfculture19.co.uk/events/willburnswillowherbreview 

NOTES TO EDITORS  

 

The Mayor’s London Borough of Culture Award  
The London Borough of Culture award is a major new initiative launched by the Mayor of London in June 
2017 and inspired by the UK City and European Capital of Culture programmes. The Mayor’s London 
Borough of Culture award brings Londoners together. Putting culture at the heart of local communities, 
where it belongs. Shining a light on the character and diversity of London’s boroughs and showing culture 
is for everyone. Now more than ever, the Mayor wants Londoners to get to know each other and feel part of 
our great city. Thanks to this new award, all Londoners will now have the chance to be part of something 
extraordinary.  
 
In total, 22 boroughs bid for £1million funding to stage a year-long programme of cultural events and 
initiatives, and to develop a plan to make culture an integral part of the borough’s future. Waltham Forest 
will be London Borough of Culture in 2019 and Brent will be London Borough of Culture in 2020. A panel 
of experts and City Hall officers read and moderated the bids. Experts were from institutions including City 
Bridge Trust, Historic England, Arts Council England, Paul Hamlyn Foundation, Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the City of London. Recommendations were made to the Deputy Mayor for Culture and the Creative 
Industries, Justine Simons OBE and the Mayor, Sadiq Khan, who made the final decision.  
 
The winning boroughs of Waltham Forest and Brent were chosen based on their artistic vision and ambition 
to deliver outstanding cultural initiatives in their local area, putting communities at the centre of the 
programme design and delivery. The successful boroughs have demonstrated how winning the title will 
enable them to deliver their long-term ambitions, put local people at the heart of the programme, and 
showcase a diverse, vibrant and inclusive programme of work.  
 
Waltham Forest London Borough of Culture 2019  
Waltham Forest is the Mayor’s first London Borough of Culture. The award, the flagship programme in his 
culture strategy, was a major new initiative launched by Sadiq to put culture at the heart of London’s 
communities. More than 15,000 people backed Waltham Forest’s bid, which aims to inspire 85% of 
households to participate in the cultural year, engage every school in the area in arts and culture, and to 
attract over half a million new visitors to the borough.  
 
The year will explore the themes ‘Radicals’, ‘Makers’ and ‘Fellowship’ in a collaboration between local 
residents, artists and creatives creating a once in a life time celebration of the place we call ‘home’.  
 
Waltham Forest, London Borough of Culture 2019 will shine a light on the character, diversity and cultures 
of the borough, the things we have in common and the things that make us different, a year-long celebration 
of the real cultures of London by the people who live here.  
 
Funding for London Borough of Culture  
The two winning London Boroughs of Culture (2019 and 2020) will receive a guaranteed fund of £1.35 
million. This comprises of £1.25m pledged by City Hall with additional support from the City Bridge Trust 
of £100,000. In addition, a total of £1,004,000 has been allocated to up to six additional boroughs for 



individual landmark projects – the Mayor’s Cultural Impact Award. This comprises £904,000 from City 
Hall and £100,000 from the City Bridge Trust. The winning boroughs will also be supported to bid for funds 
that have been agreed by external partners Paul Hamlyn Foundation and Heritage Lottery Fund. The 
Heritage Lottery Fund and the Paul Hamlyn Foundation will work with the winning boroughs to help them 
secure further funding for bespoke cultural projects that will help bring real change to local boroughs. 
Boroughs are expected to provide at least 30% match funding (25% in cash, 5% in kind).  
 
About the City of London Corporation  
The City of London Corporation is the governing body of the Square Mile dedicated to a vibrant and thriving 
City, supporting a diverse and sustainable London within a globally-successful UK 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 
About City Bridge Trust  
City Bridge Trust is the City of London Corporation's charitable funder. It is London's biggest independent 
grant giver, making grants of £20 million a year to tackle disadvantage across the capital. City Bridge Trust 
has awarded more than 7,700 grants totalling over £370 million since it first began in 1995. It helps achieve 
the City Corporation's aim of changing the lives of hundreds of thousands of Londoners.  
 
Airbnb  
Airbnb is supporting the London Borough of Culture with funding to promote healthy tourism. Airbnb’s 

Community Tourism Programme, will support the Mayor’s winning boroughs – Waltham Forest and Brent 

– by funding innovative local community project ‘Listen Local’. This will place writers in Waltham Forest 

and Brent to work with local creative talent and their communities to uncover hidden stories about local 

people and places. 
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