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Mr & Mrs Clark present Louder is Not Always Clearer at Edinburgh 

Festival Fringe 2019 

 

 Acclaimed Welsh theatre company Mr & Mrs Clark bring their latest critically lauded 
production Louder is Not Always Clearer to Summerhall Techcube  
 

 The honest, funny and moving autobiographical journey of a deaf person in a hearing 
world 
 

 A story of disconnection, difference, and being accepted  
 

 Written and devised by actor and teacher Jonny Cotsen and Gareth Clark of Mr & Mrs 
Clark 
 

 Louder is Not Always Clearer, Summerhall Techcube, 31 July – 25 August, 14.30 

 

IMAGES AVAILABLE HERE  

Acclaimed Welsh theatre company Mr & Mrs Clark present their critically praised production Louder 
is Not Always Clearer at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe this year. 

An honest and funny portrayal of the vulnerability of a man perceived to be full of confidence and 
outwardly sociable, Louder is Not Always Clearer introduces us to Jonny.  

Jonny is a teacher, an artist and an avid football fan. He has just become a father and loves music. He 
was born deaf to hearing parents.  

This one-man show is performed by Jonny Cotsen and based on his own life, where ‘deaf’ was not a 
term used in the Cotsen household while he was growing up.   

Through a moving, passionate multi-media performance Jonny shares his story, in a bold and moving 
expose of life for one deaf man in a hearing world.  

Co-written and devised by Jonny Cotsen and Gareth Clark of theatre company Mr & Mrs Clark 
(Smash it Up) Louder is Not Always Clearer is a story of disconnection, difference and desperation to 
belong. 

For hearing audiences, the production connects as an illuminating and emotional experience. For 
deaf audience members, the show is a familiar tale of misunderstanding and isolation. For everyone 
it is a humorous and moving story of one man’s life. 

Louder is Not Always Clearer is a fully accessible performance to deaf and hard of hearing 
audiences with the use of captioning and BSL translation.  

Meet Jonny; teacher, father, artist. He loves music, festivals and nightclubs. He longs to sing. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/tykfkc4l3yfzbeh/AADuPxLvYZf0-3jRwQsAY_hba?dl=0


Jonny is deaf. He was born deaf to hearing parents who were afraid that disability would stigmatise 
their son. Jonny underwent speech therapy and learned to lip read. He did not identify as ‘deaf’ until 
much later in life, always feeling disconnected from his disability but also disconnected from the 
world around him. 

Louder is Not Always Clearer will be performed at Summerhall Techcube as part of Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe from 31 July to 25 August. 

Mr & Mrs Clark make theatre shows based on the stories and happenings that surround them. They 
take personal stories that have a global theme and use a variety of movement, music and physical 
challenges to create a montage of images. The company have made work for small theatre and non-
theatre spaces creating an opportunity for the audience to feel connected and present in the work. 
The Clarks were shortlisted for the Amnesty International Freedom of Expression award in 2015 for 
the show Smash It Up.  

Actor and teacher Jonny Cotsen runs the deaf club at Sherman Theatre, Cardiff. He runs theatre 
workshops with young people of all abilities and shares his practice with local deaf groups.  

Tickets are now on sale for Louder is Not Always Clearer. 

Louder is Not Always Clearer represents the UK in the British Council’s Edinburgh showcase as part 
of This is Wales: www.britishcouncil.org/edinburghshowcase 

For more information on Louder is Not Always Clearer at Edinburgh Festival Fringe visit:  

http://www.mrandmrsclark.co.uk/portfolio/edinburgh-fringe-fest-gets-louder/ 

Listings Information 

Part of the British Council Edinburgh Showcase 2019 

Louder is Not Always Clearer  
Mr & Mrs Clark 
Performed by Jonny Cotsen 
Directed by Gareth Clark 
Movement Direction by Catherine Bennett 
Sound Design by Christopher Young 
Visual Design by Jorge Lizalde  
Lighting Design by Marega Palser 
Written and devised by Gareth Clark and Jonny Cotsen  
 
Performances: 
 
31 July – 25 August 2019 (not 7, 12, 19 August) 
Summerhall Techcube 
14.30 
Running Time: 65 minutes 
 
Box Office: https://festival19.summerhall.co.uk/event/louder-is-not-always-clearer/ 
Tel: 0131 560 1581 
 
#LouderVClearer 
mrandmrsclark.co.uk/our-work/ 
facebook.com/DasClarks/ 

http://www.britishcouncil.org/edinburghshowcase
http://www.mrandmrsclark.co.uk/portfolio/edinburgh-fringe-fest-gets-louder/
https://festival19.summerhall.co.uk/event/louder-is-not-always-clearer/
http://www.mrandmrsclark.co.uk/our-work/
https://www.facebook.com/DasClarks/


Twitter - @MrandMrs_Clark 
Instagram - @DasClarks 
British Council Edinburgh Showcase 2019: 
#EdShowcase 
Twitter: @UKTheatreDance 
 
Louder is Not Always Clearer is part of the This is Wales – Edinburgh showcase, an 11-
show programme working across theatre, dance and circus with a unique Welsh quality that 
resonates globally.  The programme is presented by Arts Council of Wales and its in-house 
international agency, Wales Arts International, working with partners British Council Wales, and the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe Society. 
 
A new artist development strand called Seeding for the Future will give established and emerging 
individual artists who have not attended the Festival before the opportunity to travel to Edinburgh 
and help Welsh companies to develop international opportunities.  

 Arts Council of Wales is also working in collaboration with climate change charity Size of Wales to 
help mitigate the programme’s carbon footprint. 

@_Arts_Wales_ | #thisiswales_edinburgh | https://arts.wales 

 
The British Council is the UK’s international organisation for cultural relations and educational 
opportunities. We work with over 100 countries in the fields of arts and culture, English language, 
education and civil society. Last year we reached over 75 million people directly and 758 million 
people overall including online, broadcasts and publications. We make a positive contribution to the 
countries we work with – changing lives by creating opportunities, building connections and 
engendering trust. Founded in 1934 we are a UK charity governed by Royal Charter and a UK public 
body. We receive 15 per cent core funding grant from the UK government. www.britishcouncil.org 

 
ENDS  

For more information on Louder is Not Always Clearer at the Edinburgh Festival Fringe, images, 
interview and review requests please contact: 

Susie Gray – susie@thecornershoppr.com or 07834 073795 / Brian Maycock – 
brian@thecornershoppr.com or 07494 252740 

Or:  

Jenny Allan – serenlascopy@gmail.com 
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