
 
 

Press release for immediate use 

Chamber Notes: Scottish Ensemble collaborates with guest 

director Marianne Thorsen (violin) for the first tour of 

their 2019/20 season 
 

Crear Studio, Tarbert – 29 Aug 

Mull Theatre, Tobermory, Mull – 31 Aug 

Eden Court, Inverness – 1 Sep 

Marryat Hall, Dundee – 3 Sep 

(Further dates in Feb 2020) 

 

 
Press Images of Marianne Thorsen here 

 

Exploring the octets of Mendelssohn and Enescu, with guest 

director Marianne Thorsen. 
 

The UK’s leading string orchestra, the Scottish Ensemble, has announced the first half of a two-part 

Scottish tour called Chamber Notes. The ensemble will perform Mendelssohn and Enescu’s stunning 

octets, and will be led by the outstanding Norwegian violinist Marianne Thorsen.  

 

The first half of the tour will call at Tarbert (29 Aug), Mull (31 Aug), Inverness (1 Sep) and Dundee 

(3 Sep), with other Scottish dates including Edinburgh and Glasgow programmed for February 2020. 

 

About the concert 

 

Although written for just eight instruments, both of these sophisticated works have the drama, 

richness and depth of a full-blown symphony. They also make for an excellently contrasting pair. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/y57vv77e0o6filb/AABM3qZ6BJpdQEcESisIJOVwa?dl=0


 
 
From Mendelssohn’s exuberant opening bars, we’re swept through music that is impressively 

complex yet captivatingly, joyously melodic throughout, whilst Enescu’s is moody, breathlessly 

dramatic, and, in parts, simply volcanic. 

 

Guest directed by Marianne Thorsen – a passionate chamber musician – SE will explore the specific 

charm of seeing a small group of musicians performing live. With fewer instruments, the fabric of the 

music becomes more tangible, subtle shifts in mood may have a new-found presence, and pieces you 

think you know well might offer surprising new colours when heard live. With less musicians on 

stage, it’s easier to follow each individual path and witness the beautiful alchemy of eight artists 

creating something together. 

 

Norwegian violinist Marianne Thorsen is an acclaimed soloist and passionate chamber musician. 

Former leader of the Nash Ensemble, she regularly performs with Norway’s Trondheim Soloists, one 

of the founding ensembles of The Bridge network and festival - a Creative Europe-supported 

collaboration between international ensembles, led by Scottish Ensemble and coming to Scotland next 

year. 

 

Full programme 
 

Felix Mendelssohn 

String Octet in E-flat major 

 

George Enescu 

Octet for Strings in C major 

 

 

 

 

Notes for editors 
 

Marianne Thorsen 

https://www.worldwideartists.com/Marianne-Thorsen-violin 

 

 

Scottish Ensemble 

 

Scottish Ensemble (SE) is the UK’s leading string orchestra; a core of outstanding string players who 

perform together under Artistic Director Jonathan Morton. Based in Glasgow, Scotland, SE inspires 

audiences in the UK and beyond with vibrant performances which are powerful, challenging and 

rewarding experiences, crossing genres, styles, musical periods and artistic forms to offer fresh 

perspectives on classical music. 

  

SE regularly collaborates with high-profile guest artists, from trumpeter Alison Balsom and mezzo-

soprano Sarah Connolly to cellist Pieter Wispelwey and violinists Patricia Kopatchinskaja and Nicola 

Benedetti. SE is also becoming increasingly known for its international collaborations with artists 

https://www.worldwideartists.com/Marianne-Thorsen-violin
https://www.worldwideartists.com/Marianne-Thorsen-violin
https://www.worldwideartists.com/Marianne-Thorsen-violin


 
 
from other disciplines, from dance and theatre companies to visual artists. Starting in 2014, their 

series of annual cross-artform collaborations has so far included immersive projects with visual artist 

Toby Paterson; Swedish contemporary dance company Andersson Dance; electronic-classical 

crossover composer Anna Meredith and visual artist Eleanor Meredith; and, Scottish theatre 

company Vanishing Point. 

  

Alongside performances across Scotland, SE presents concerts across the UK, London and the globe. 

Recent invitations to tour abroad have resulted in engagements in Taiwan, China, Brazil, the USA and 

across Europe, performing at prestigious venues from the Shanghai Concert Hall (China) and the 

John F. Kennedy Center for Performing Arts (USA) as well as festivals including the Edinburgh 

International, Edinburgh Fringe and Thuringia Bach Festivals. 

  

SE is also committed to expanding the string repertoire, with recent commissions including new 

works from John Tavener, James MacMillan, Sally Beamish, Martin Suckling and Anna Meredith.  

 

Listings 

Thu 29 Aug at 6.30pm 

Crear Studio  

Book online: http://bit.ly/2x6xrry 

Call 0141 221 0066 

 

Sat 31 Aug at 7.30pm 

Mull Theatre 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2JaRtZ7 

 

Sun 1 Sep at 7.30pm 

Eden Court, Inverness 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2x4O86M 

Call 01463 234 234 

 

Tue 3 Sep at 7.30pm 

Marryat Hall, Dundee 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2YbrAgt 

Call 01382 434 940 
 

 

 
 

 

Mon 3 Feb at 1pm 

Perth Concert Hall 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2LiXFzB  

Call 01738 621 031 

 

http://bit.ly/2JaRtZ7
http://bit.ly/2x4O86M
http://bit.ly/2YbrAgt
http://bit.ly/2LiXFzB


 
 
Tue 4 Feb at 7.30pm 

Music Hall, Aberdeen 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2NaoM2h 

Call 01224 641 122 

 

Wed 5 Feb at 7.30pm 

The Queen’s Hall, Edinburgh 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2ZwwPrw 

Call 0131 668 2019 

 

Thu 6 Feb at 7.30pm 

Crichton Church, Dumfries 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2JeiaLf 

Call 01387 253 383 

 

Fri 7 Feb at 6pm 

Glasgow Royal Concert Halls 

Book online: http://bit.ly/2IRHnL7 

Call 0141 353 8000 

 

Press enquiries 

 

Will Moss / william@thecornershoppr.com / 0131 202 6220 / 07443334085 

http://bit.ly/2NaoM2h
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http://bit.ly/2IRHnL7
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