
 

 

PRESS RELEASE – Wednesday 11 September 2019 

 

• JEREMY HERRIN TODAY ANNOUNCED THAT HE WILL STEP DOWN AS 
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR OF HEADLONG IN 2020 TO PURSUE HIS CAREER 

AS A FREELANCE DIRECTOR 

 

• HIGHLIGHTS OF HERRIN’S TENURE AS ARTISTIC DIRECTOR INCLUDE 

THE NETHER, PEOPLE PLACES AND THINGS, JUNKYARD, THIS HOUSE 

AND LABOUR OF LOVE WITH OVER 1.2 MILLION PEOPLE ATTENDING 

HEADLONG SHOWS 
 

Jeremy Herrin announced today that after 7 years as Artistic Director of Headlong he will be 

stepping down in 2020 to pursue a career as a freelance director. During the seven years 

Herrin has led the company it has experienced remarkable success with his own productions 

such as the ground-breaking The Nether which played at the Royal Court and in the West End; 

the multi-award-winning People, Places and Things by Duncan Macmillan which played at 

the National Theatre, on tour in the UK, in the West End and at St Ann’s Warehouse; Jack 

Thorne and Stephen Warbeck’s Junkyard on tour in the UK; James Graham’s This House on 

tour in the UK and in the West End; and Graham’s  Olivier Award-Winning play Labour of 

Love in the West End.  

Alongside his own productions Herrin’s programming has provided career platforms for 

several directors. For example, Ellen McDougall who directed the UK tour of The Glass 

Menagerie for Headlong is now Artistic Director of The Gate, Sam Pritchard who directed 

Pygmalion is International Associate Director at the Royal Court and Amy Hodge who 

directed Mother Courage and her Children will soon be directing Women Beware Women at 

the Globe Theatre.  

Under Herrin, Headlong is delivering on 50/50 gender equality in its new play commissions, 

with 25% of those from BAME writers. The company has under commission artists such as 

Inua Ellams, James Graham, Morgan Lloyd Malcolm, Nathaniel Marthello-White, Chloe 

Moss, Jack Thorne and Naomi Wallace, as well as the current productions of Hedda Tesman 

by Cordelia Lynn directed by Headlong Associate Artistic Director Holly Race Roughan and 

the new play for early 2020 Faustus: That Damned Woman written by Chris Bush and 

directed by Caroline Byrne. 

To date, during the course of Herrin’s tenure, over 1.2 million people across the UK and 

internationally have seen Headlong shows. In the last three years, along with Executive 

Director Alan Stacey, Herrin responded to the current political crisis by launching Headlong 

films, with over 2 million people watching the Headlong / Guardian Brexit Shorts and more 

films planned for release later this year. Herrin and Stacey created Headlong Futures, the 

company’s first outreach programme, which brought together diverse groups from across the 

country to tell their stories. They also created Headlong Origins, an artist development 

programme that provides creative support and a platform for artists from outside of London. 

Recruitment for a new Artistic Director will begin in October. 



Jeremy Herrin said: 

“I’ve had the most wonderfully creative time at Headlong and I’m deeply proud of what we’ve 
achieved. I’ve loved being able to produce our great work around the country. It’s been an 
honour to support some great artists, and be supported by our smart board to evolve what 
Headlong is about.  
 
I’m proud of the shows and I think Headlong Futures, Headlong Origins and the way the 
company operates are real achievements. I’m looking forward to a fantastic final year at 
Headlong, and I’ll be cheerleading the superb Alan Stacey and my talented colleagues as 
Headlong further cements itself as one of our best companies. 
 
As well as the team, I’d like to thank Arts Council England and Headlong’s incredibly generous 
donors for allowing us to take artistic risks and to reach such large, diverse and enthusiastic 
audiences.   
 
Theatre is such a powerful form and it’s been a privilege to imagine it, make it and share it 
with this fantastic company and the community around it.”  
 
Chair of the Board Robin Paxton said: 

"Jeremy has been an extraordinary and outstanding artistic director of Headlong. He joined a 
company already buzzing with creativity and originality, and through his productions, his 
inspiration and his energy has built upon the legacy yet also transformed Headlong so that he 
will leave it bigger, more varied, more diverse, more engaged and even more creatively exciting 
than he found it. We’ve been very lucky to have him and we wish him every success and 
fulfilment in the next stage of his marvellous career." 
 

-ENDS- 
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NOTES TO EDITORS  

Headlong 
Headlong is one of the most ambitious and exciting theatre companies in the UK, creating exhilarating 
contemporary theatre: a provocative mix of innovative new writing, reimagined classics and influential 
20th century plays that illuminate our world. Headlong make bold, ground-breaking productions with 
some of the UK’s finest artists. We take these industry-leading, award-winning shows around the 
country and beyond, in theatres and online, attracting new audiences of all ages and backgrounds. We 
engage as deeply as we can with these communities and this helps us become better at what we do.  
 

Jeremy Herrin  

Jeremy Herrin is Artistic Director of Headlong. His directing credits for Headlong include All My 

Sons (The Old Vic), Labour of Love (Noël Coward Theatre); People, Places and Things (National 

Theatre/West End/UK Tour/New York); This House (National Theatre/West End/UK 

Tour), Common (National Theatre); The House They Grew Up In (Chichester Festival 

Theatre); Junkyard (Bristol Old Vic/Theatr Clwyd/Rose Theatre Kingston); The Nether (Royal 
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Court/West End); Observe the Sons of Ulster Marching Towards the Somme (UK Tour) and The 

Absence of War (UK Tour). Other directing credits include the world premiere of Hilary Mantel’s Man 

Booker prize-winning novels Wolf Hall and Bring Up the Bodies in two parts (RSC/West 

End/Broadway) for which he was nominated for an Olivier and Tony Award for Best Director, That 

Face (Royal Court/Duke of York’s); Tusk Tusk for which he received an Evening Standard Award 

nomination, No Quarter, Hero and Kin, The Heretic, The Priory, The Vertical Hour (Royal 

Court); The Plough and the Stars (National Theatre, co-directed with Howard Davies); The Moderate 

Soprano (Hampstead Theatre); Another Country (Chichester Festival Theatre /West End); The 

Tempest, Much Ado About Nothing (Shakespeare’s Globe); Uncle Vanya (Chichester Festival Theatre) 

and Absent Friends (Harold Pinter Theatre).  

 


