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TICKETS FOR OPEN AIR CLIMBING CONCERT 

GIANT NOW ON SALE 
 
 WALTHAM FOREST LONDON BOROUGH OF CULTURE 2019 WILL 

SHOWCASE GIANT, A ‘CLIMBING CONCERT’ CREATED BY ARTS AND 
GARDENS, SUNG FROM THE CANOPIES OF TREES IN EPPING FOREST 
  

 PREMIERING NEW TREE SONG ‘EPPING’ BY ROBERT MACFARLANE AND 
MUSIC BY OLIVER WEEKS, GUEST SOLOISTS, LOCAL CHILDREN, 
LONDON FOREST CHOIR, AND TOTTENHAM COMMUNITY CHOIR COME 
TOGETHER IN THE FOREST OVER TWO NIGHTS 

 

 PERFORMANCES OF GIANT WILL TAKE PLACE IN EPPING FOREST ON 
FRIDAY 18 OCTOBER AND SATURDAY 19 OCTOBER 

 
Tickets now on sale for climbing concert, GIANT, premiering a new tree song ‘Epping’ written 
by Robert Macfarlane with music by Oliver Weeks, within an hour-long programme of 
tree-inspired music and poetry that includes a reimagining of Oscar Wilde’s The Selfish 
Giant, the classic short story about a giant banning children from playing in his garden, and 
works by Epping Forest poet John Clare, Benjamin Zephaniah, Grace Nichols and Handel. 
 
The two concerts will take place at Barn Hoppitt in Epping Forest on Friday 18 October and 
Saturday 19 October at 7.30pm.  
 
Developed by Arts and Gardens, climbing concerts aim to connect children with parks and 
forest environments in a creative way. The theatrical concert will feature guest soloists, 
supported by a chorus from the London Forest Choir and Tottenham Community Choir. 
Thirty-five children from Waltham Forest schools will accompany the choirs, including 
students from St Mary’s Catholic Primary School, St Mary’s C of E Primary School, Selwyn 
Primary School and Longshaw Primary Academy School.  
 
Robert Macfarlane, writer of Underland (2019) and The Lost Words (2017), will premiere 
his new tree song ‘Epping’ with music by British composer, Oliver Weeks, whose works 
include Cat Sticks (2019) and Rising Silence (2019).  
 
Robert Macfarlane said: “Children singing from the trees alongside the birds, a forest 
canopy filled with music, the audience watching from the woodland floor:  this has been a very 
special project to be involved with, and I’ve loved both the vision of the idea of a ‘climbing 

https://www.thecornershoppr.com/download/giant/
https://wfculture19.co.uk/
https://twitter.com/WFculture19
https://www.facebook.com/WFculture19
https://www.instagram.com/wfculture19/


concert’ and the collaboration with the other dramatists, performers and musicians involved.  
I can’t wait to see the event take final flight in Epping Forest early this autumn.” 
 
Ruth Oakley, Conceptualiser of GIANT and Climbing Concerts, said: “The idea of a 
‘climbing concert’ is about children reclaiming a foothold between branches and a sense of big 
possibilities from being outdoors and up high; broadcasting their experience to the forest 
through music.  It is a total joy watching children scale a forty-foot tree for their first time.  It’s 
also about introducing the name of the tree, learning to trust it, having an exchange with it 
and, best of all, singing from it.” 
 
Sam Hunt, Creative Director, Waltham Forest London Borough of Culture 2019, 
said: Throughout this year we’ve been exploring how arts and culture can have the power to 
help us form new and more powerful relationships with the world around us. GIANT provides 
an incredible opportunity for the children and young people of Waltham Forest to connect 
with the natural landscape that is on their doorstep, celebrating the forest that runs through 
our Borough. This autumn, when the ancient woodland is at its most magical, Epping Forest 
will be alive with the words of Robert Macfarlane set to new music by Oliver Weeks and it is 
going to be beautiful.  
 
GIANT will be composed by Oliver Weeks, directed by David Antrobus, designed by 
Samantha Dowson, with music direction by Tom Appleton and movement direction by 
Beatrice Perini 
 
Sohini Alam and Elenor Bowers-Jolley will feature as guest sopranos, with music 
performed by Anisa Arslanagic, Ben Heartland and Oliver Weeks.  
 
Arts and Gardens will also offer singing and climbing workshops to the general public in 
September.  Ticket holders can attend a one-hour session where music leaders will teach a 
group song, and learn to climb with expert instructors from The Great Big Tree Climbing 
Company, before combining the two to sing from the treetops 
 
Daytime climbing and music sessions are also available to the public for ages 8+ on Sunday 15 
and Sunday 29 September offering people the opportunity to experience what it is like to be 
part of GIANT. 
 
GIANT is part of a collection of children’s activities in the autumn as part of Waltham Forest 
London Borough of Culture. 
  
For programme updates visit: https://wfculture19.co.uk/events/giant 
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Listings: 
 
GIANT 
Friday 18 - Saturday 19 October 2019, 7.30pm 
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mailto:laura@thecornershoppr.com
mailto:natasha@thecornershoppr.com
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Barn Hoppitt, Ranger’s Road, Epping Forest, London, E4 7QH 
Tickets: £5 
 
GIANT Climbing and Music Sessions 
Sunday 15 & Sunday 29 September  
Barn Hoppitt, Ranger’s Road, Epping Forest, London, E4 7QH 
Session: £10 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS  
 
Waltham Forest London Borough of Culture 2019  
Waltham Forest is the Mayor’s first London Borough of Culture. The award, the flagship programme in 
his culture strategy, was a major new initiative launched by Sadiq to put culture at the heart of London’s 
communities. More than 15,000 people backed Waltham Forest’s bid, which aims to inspire 85% of 
households to participate in the cultural year, engage every school in the area in arts and culture, and 
to attract over half a million new visitors to the borough.  
 
The year will explore the themes ‘Radicals’, ‘Makers’ and ‘Fellowship’ in a collaboration between local 
residents, artists and creatives creating a once in a life time celebration of the place we call ‘home’.  
Waltham Forest, London Borough of Culture 2019 will shine a light on the character, diversity and 
cultures of the borough, the things we have in common and the things that make us different, a year-
long celebration of the real cultures of London by the people who live here.  
 
Funding for London Borough of Culture  
The two winning London Boroughs of Culture (2019 and 2020) will receive a guaranteed fund of £1.35 
million. This comprises of £1.25m pledged by City Hall with additional support from the City Bridge 
Trust of £100,000. In addition, a total of £1,004,000 has been allocated to up to six additional boroughs 
for individual landmark projects – the Mayor’s Cultural Impact Award. This comprises £904,000 from 
City Hall and £100,000 from the City Bridge Trust. The winning boroughs will also be supported to bid 
for funds that have been agreed by external partners Paul Hamlyn Foundation and Heritage Lottery 
Fund. The Heritage Lottery Fund and the Paul Hamlyn Foundation will work with the winning boroughs 
to help them secure further funding for bespoke cultural projects that will help bring real change to local 
boroughs. Boroughs are expected to provide at least 30% match funding (25% in cash, 5% in kind). 
 
About the City of London Corporation  
The City of London Corporation is the governing body of the Square Mile dedicated to a vibrant and 
thriving City, supporting a diverse and sustainable London within a globally-successful UK 
www.cityoflondon.gov.uk   
 
About City Bridge Trust  
City Bridge Trust is the City of London Corporation's charitable funder. It is London's biggest 
independent grant giver, making grants of £20 million a year to tackle disadvantage across the capital. 
City Bridge Trust has awarded more than 7,700 grants totalling over £370 million since it first began in 
1995. It helps achieve the City Corporation's aim of changing the lives of hundreds of thousands of 
Londoners.  
 
Airbnb  
Airbnb is supporting the London Borough of Culture with funding to promote healthy tourism. Airbnb’s 
Community Tourism Programme, will support the Mayor’s winning boroughs – Waltham Forest and 
Brent – by funding innovative local community project ‘Listen Local’. This will place writers in Waltham 
Forest and Brent to work with local creative talent and their communities to uncover hidden stories 
about local people and places. 
 
Arts and Gardens is a registered charity founded in 2015 to unite artists, garden-makers and 
managers, horticulturists and audiences to engage creatively with gardens and green landscapes.  Our 
work includes performances, exhibitions and participative programming from intimate to large-scale. 
Our intention is to grow people’s relationships with gardens and horticulture across age ranges, cultural 
and economic backgrounds, giving special attention to the creative engagement of children and young 
people. http://artsandgardens.org/our-work/giant/  
  

http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/
http://artsandgardens.org/our-work/giant/


The Great Big Tree Climbing Company is the largest provider of recreational tree climbing 
activities in the country and has an impressive list of clients including the National Trust, county 
councils, country parks and education providers. The Company will be responsible for all climbing 
practicalities and logistics, providing their significant experience in guiding children in harnessed 
climbing of large trees.  www.bigtreeclimbing.co.uk     

http://www.bigtreeclimbing.co.uk/
http://www.bigtreeclimbing.co.uk/

